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York City, and two or three places the labor movement has
expressed itself through the central bodies in favor of the for-
mation of a political labor party.

No man has the right to look upon such a move lightly, or
without deep consideration or deep concern. Either the pro-
posed movement about to be inaugurated for the establish-
ment of a political labor party is good, or it is bad. Either
it is advantageous or it is injurious, and the purpose of my
asking that we meet this afternoon is to present to you some
facts upon that subject.

You who were in the movement of long ago will remember
that to which I refer. We had in the United States a fairly
growing labor movement of some trade unionists in some form
of a federation called the National Labor Union. That or-
ganization went along, inspired good spirit and activity among
the workers, and then called a national convention for the pur-
pose of nominating a President of the United States. That
convention met and nominated Justice David Davis, a justice
of the Supreme Court of the United States, as its candidate
for President, and after nominating Mr. Davis adjourned and
never met again. The trade unions then in existence fell off
in membership until the organizations became very weak and
ineffective, Some organizations fell by the wayside. Labor
was in a most deplorable condition, without opportunity for
defense and robbed entirely of any power to press forward its
rightful claims.

, In 1885-86, after a few years of precarious early existence,
the American Federation of Labor tried to build up and extend
its influence and organize the workers into their unions.

In 1884 the American Federation of Labor declared for the
introduction of the eight-hour workday, May i, 1886. It pro-
posed negotiations with the employers to the accomplishment
of that high purpose. The movement gained great impetus and
large advantages followed, but on May 2 or 3, 1886, a bomb
was thrown at a meeting which was being held at ^Haymarket
Square, Chicago, which killed and maimed more than 20 police-
men. The meeting was supposed to have been held an the in-
terest of the eight-hour movement. The wrath of the people
which was aroused against those in charge of the Haymarket
meeting gave the eight-hour day a severe blow and set-back.
However, the eight-hour day was secure for the workers in
several industries and a reduction in the hours of labor from